Case xxx.
A local morning meteor over Borlänge

Time: January 17, about 06.00 (morning)
Places: Many witnesses in the county of Dalarna
















Map of Dalarna (Dalecarlia) (part of) with place names mentioned and direction of flight

We have recorded at least nine sightings of this morning meteor, which occured in darkness, some three hours before sunrise. The following accounts are abbreviated from the original sources:

xxx-A: ”A large bright, luminous meteor flew over Borlänge at about 06.00 hours in the morning. It flew approximately from the east to the west passing at low altitude over Tjärna. The luminous ball was estimated to be about 1,5 meter in diameter and was surrounded by a circle of violet beams. It had a luminous tail, almost 40 meters long. The phenomenon was observed for a couple of seconds. Light was so strong that it illuminated the whole of Tjärnaheden like multi-coloured neon light. The meteor went at such a low [relative] altitude that it sometimes was behind treetops. It is possible..that it crashed in the vicinity...near Båstasjön or up on the Tjärna mountain.” 

xxx-B: ”...a man who yesterday visited the DD [newspaper] offices tells us that he at 05.50 in the morning saw a large fireball coming with a hissing sound over the ironworks, disappearing in the direction of Kvarnsveden or Båtsta. There was a long tail behind, and one could here the hissing in the air. He thought it flew just over the treetops and the roofs.”

xxx-C: ”At Horndal a person from Villahed tells us that it was precisely five minutes after 6, when his house was lit up by a strong light and as he looked out he saw a ball-like, strong white light moving at ordinary airplane speed over the sky. Several people at Horndal sighted the meteor, which was surrounded by a beautiful formation of sparks, and a crackling sound. It was not very high up in the air.”

xxx-D: ”Other inhabitants of Borlänge have reported their sighting of the meteor on Thursday morning. A couple of workers at the Domnarvet ironworks saw, at Forssa, a big luminous ball trailed by a firetail, coming fron the Hönsarvet area and disappearing over the Tjärnabergen (Tjärna mountains).”

xxx-E: ”Another witness from Mjälga was on his way to work in the central part of the city when he saw the meteor coming from the Islingby area, passing over Östervik and disappearing towards Tjärna. The whole sky seemed like a sea of fire and there was like a murmur in the air as it flew by. ...it would be interesting to know if the it was seen further west. Is there someone in Mockfjärd, for instance, who saw the phenomenon?” 

xxx-F: ”A witness in the area south of Rommehed saw the phenomenon at exactly the same time as the first reporter, that is two minutes past six... The light-cone was brilliantly white with multicoloured edges and a red tail. The [falling] angle towards the ground was estimated at 35 degrees. It went from the east towards Västansjö strand.”

xxx-G: ”From Forshuvud comes...a report that makes it possible to roughly estimate the place [where it fell]. All previous witnesses seem to have seen the meteor to the north. The observer from Forshuvud says it came from the SSW and went towards the NNE. In that case it would have gone roughly from Islingsby, over the Domnarvet ironworks and continued roughly over Bysjön and up towards Valran and Gimmen. It seemed like it was falling into a field, but on further inspection of the place nothing was found... Has anyone up in Gagnef seen the meteor? If not, it might be that it fell somewhere between Stora Tuna and Gagnef.” 

xxx-H: ”..The latest report, from Amsberg, says that the meteor came from the Bysjö area and went towards the Övermora chalet [Swedish: ”fäbod”]. It was at such a low altitude that the observer expected it to crash on the mountain. but no crash was seen or heard...”

xxx-I: ”The chances of finding out where the meteor crashed are by now very small. The latest report comes from two persons at Baggbo, who saw the meteor going in the direction as estimated before, thus approximately towards Gimmen. These persons are, however, sure of seeing that the meteor died out before reached the ground.  - This report seems rather stange, says teacher H. Frendin. In that case the meteor would have disintegrated completely. One must, however, take any statement on meteors with a large grain of salt. This concerns, not the least, information on distances, and it is therefore impossible to calculate the place of a possible impact. One can see a meteor go out, but this means that it is at a very large distance from earth...”

Status: Meteor
Sources: A: Borlänge Tidning, January 18. B: Dala-Demokraten, January 19. C: Säters Tidning, January 19.  D/E: Borlänge Tidning, January 19. F/G: Borlänge Tidning, January 24. H: Borlänge Tidning, January 26. I: Borlänge Tidning, February 2.

